Eldorado Musical Productions

‘Smokey Joe’s Café’

Director/Choreographer, Katrina Summerfield and her team and Musical Director, Steve Trill, turned the original small cast of ‘Smokey Joe’s Café’ into a much larger ensemble and principal piece without losing too much of the loosely structured story-line and it worked exceedingly well.  The dancing, staging and characterisation moved smoothly from the bar and juke-box to the seated or standing patrons of Smokey Joe’s night club.  The stage setting was in character with the period and the lighting effects added to the atmosphere of the piece despite the wonky spotlight stage right.  Because of light coming from the sides of the stage as well as the front of the auditorium the features of some performers were flattened and sometimes having less lighting effects works better than having too many.  As the band was on stage and higher than the singers, in the early performances the sound balance was unhelpful as it was difficult for the audience to hear the words being sung over the music.  This was particularly noticeable in the opening number and some unfamiliar songs where there were other solo lines.  However this problem was rectified towards the end of the run by the technicians.  The costumes were simple with effective colours, indicating the era and suited all the performers.
Memorable songs in the first half were Wayne and Katrina in ‘Dance with Me’ and the distinctly enjoyable mens number ‘Keep on Rollin’’ with the very effective suitcase seats and ‘Trouble’ where there was good characterisation from Jeanette and Jo.  ‘Shoppin’ for Clothes’ with the tap dancing mannequins and singing by Mark and John was highly entertaining as was ‘On Broadway’ with the ensemble.  However the highlight was Diane as ‘D.W. Washburn’, a good comedic piece to end the first half.  
The opening of the second half ‘Baby That is Rock and Roll’ with the ensemble provided some good lifts from the dancers and the moves in ‘Teach Me How to Shimmy’ were not bad either.  ‘You’re the Boss’ with Janine and Wayne was nicely done with good characterisation and ‘Loving You’ with Steve and the ensemble was strongly sung.  Kate’s reprise of ‘Fools Fall in Love’ had excellent breath control and the concluding ‘Stand by Me’ was a joyous ending to the revue.  A lot of hard work goes into making a musical revue look polished and effortless, as though the people involved had just got together to spend a harmonious evening, and this was appreciated by the audience.

Eldorado always provides excellent entertainment in the musical revues that they perform and ‘Smokey Joe’s Café’ was an entertaining evening of music, song and dance.
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